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Dear Sir: 

With regard to the above-identified application, the items of information listed on the 
enclosed Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. At least some of the 
references were recently cited in an International Search Report mailed February 8, 2002. 

This statement should be considered because it is submitted after the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on-the-merits or a first Office Action after filing a Request for Continued 
Examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 14 or a CPA under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d), but before the mailing 
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the enclosed Form 1449. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2), a copy of each document or other information 
listed on the enclosed Form 1449 is provided. Enclosed for the Examiner's information is a 
copy of the International Search Report. 
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Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of months to enter these 
papers or any future reply, if appropriate. Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 13-2725. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 
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Applicant's or agenfs file reference 

ANP/P17727W0 


pQp FURTHER Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 

(Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 

ACTION 


International application No. 




International filing date (day/month/year) 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 


PCT/GB 01/01657 




12/04/2001 


15/04/2000 


Applicant 








THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


FOR THE HOME DEPARTMENT 





This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 6 sheets. 

[X] tt is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited In this report. 



Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 



□ 



the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 



With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 

was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority In computer readble form. 

the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished, 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 



2. 
3. 



pr| Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
I I Unity of invention is lacking (see Box il). 

With regard to the title, 

PC] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5, With regard to the abstract, 

pr| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

1 I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box IH. The applicant may, 
' — ' within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 



I I as suggested by the applicant. [X] None of the figures. 

I I because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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International Application No 

PCT/GB 01/01657 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 C12Q1/68 G06F19/00 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or <o both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimunn docunnentation searched (classification systenn followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 C12Q G06F 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that sucfi documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

BIOSIS, EPO-Internal, WPI Data 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to daim No. 



GILL P ET AL: "Interpretation of simple 
mixtures of when artefacts such as 
stutters are present: With special 
reference to muliplex STRs used by the 
Forensic Science Service." 
FORENSIC SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL, 
vol. 95, no. 3, 

12 August 1998 (1998-08-12), pages 
213-224, XP001027029 
ISSN: 0379-0738 

page 214, paragraph 2 -page 219 



-/- 



23-31, 
34,35, 
44-46 



1-22,32, 
33,36-43 



CD 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



□ 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



° Special categories of cited documents ; 

•A' document defining the general stale of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

'E' earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

'L' document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

•p* document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



•T' later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

'X' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an Inventive step when the document is taken alone 

'Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



29 January 2002 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



08/02/2002 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office. P.B, 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswiik 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Bradbrook, D 
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C. (Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category *■ 


Citation of document, with indication. where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


Y 


CLAYTON T M ET AL: "ANALYSIS AND 
INTERPRETATION OF MIXED FORENSIC STAINS 
USING DNA STR PROFILING" 
FORENSIC SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL, ELSEVIER 
SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHERS IRELAND LTD, IE, 
vol 91 no 1 

9 January 1998 (1998-01-09), pages 55-70, 

XP001013202 

ISSN: 0379-0738 

cited in the application 

page 57, paragraph 1 -page 64, paragraph 2 

abstract 


1-46 


Y 


GILL P ET AL: "Development of guidelines 

to designate alleles using an STR 

multiolex svst^m " 

FORENSIC SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL, 

vol. 89, no. 3, 1997, pages 185-197, 

XP001027298 

ISSN: 0379-0738 

page 186, paragraph 2 - paragraph 4; 
tables 5,6 


1-46 


Y 


WEIR B S ET AL: "Interpreting DNA 
mi xtures . " 

JOURNAL OF FORENSIC SCIENCES, 

vol. 42, no. 2, March 1997 (1997-03), 

pages 213-222, XP001012657 

ISSN: 0022-1198 

page 213, column 2, paragraph 5 -page 214, 
column 2, paragraph 2 


1-46 


Y 


GILL P ET AL: "INTERPRETING SIMPLE STR 
MIXTURES USING ALLELE PEAK AREAS" 
FORENSIC SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL ELSEVIER 
SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHERS IRELAND LTD, IE, 
vol. 91, no. 1, 1998, pages 41-53, 
XP001012655 
ISSN: 0379-0738 

page 49, paragraph 3 -page 53, paragraph 
2; table 1 


1-46 


A 


GILL PETER ET AL: "Automated short tandem 
repeat (STR) analysis in forensic 
casework: A strategy for the future." 
ELECTROPHORESIS, 

vol. 16, no. 9, 1995, pages 1543-1552, 

XP001027034 

ISSN: 0173-0835 

abstract 

-/-- 


1-46 
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Citation of document, with indtcation.where appropriate, of Ifie relevant passages 


Relevant to claitn No. 


P,X 


GILL PETER ET AL: "An investigation of 
the rigor of interpretation rules for STRs 
derived from less than 100 pg of DNA." 
FORENSIC SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL, 
vol. 112, no. 1, 

24 July 2000 (2000-07-24), pages 17-40, 
XP001027292 
ISSN: 0379-0738 
the whole document 


1-46 



Form PCT/lSA/210 (continuation ot second sheet) (Juty 1992) 



page 3 of 3 



International Application No. PCTyGB 01 /)1657 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM POT/ISA/ 210 



Continuation of Box 1.2 
Claims Nos. : 47-60 



Claims 47-60 are defined in such vague terms that the skilled reader is 
unable to determine exactly the meaning and nature of the given features, 
which thereby appear to lack a technical nature. In consequence, it is 
unclear how the claimed method should be carried out, and what scope the 
claimed method should have. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority 1s normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/GB 01/01657 



Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2) (a) for the following reasons: 
1. I I Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



Claims Nos.: 47-60 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet" "PC T/TSA/ZTO - 



3. Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 



2. I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
' ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest [ [ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

[ I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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